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Since the dawn of time, a city has been a shelter, a special space enabling its inhabitants to define their relationships with the world and outer space – man’s point of reference, living environment. A city is a place where civilization and culture come into existence and develop. In its historical development in the European culture, it has formed a characteristic model related to the hierarchical structure of places and spaces. Man is a social being. A city enables its inhabitants to stay with other people, to realize social behaviours through partnership in urban life shows. People are attracted to cities by an attractive offer of urban buildings and public spaces as well as some characteristic features of the identity of an urban space – the richness and diversity of man’s spatial environment, especially readable in the oldest fragments of cities, in their historic suburbs, the beauty and the unique atmosphere of central urban complexes with a centuries-old history. These are our important reasons to live in a city. The standard of living in a city depends on the harmonious shaping of all the elements that constitute an urban living environment. The space that surrounds us is a common good – its quality decides today’s conditions of living and the opportunities of development left for the next generations. 

The introduction of some issues related to the planning and designing of a sustainable housing environment into the programme of the conference is dictated by the importance of these problems in the development of contemporary cities and the conviction that only design combining the knowledge of the theory of urban composition with the principles of sustainable design will make it possible to reach the form of a compact city which the New Athens Charter of 2003 calls the 21st century city. It will make it possible to combine an element of beauty with purposefulness and economy in an effective manner.
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Thematic block I

COMPOSITION OF CONTEMPORARY URBAN LIVING ENVIRONMENT


The richness and diversity of forms is a natural feature of man’s centuries-old spatial environment, especially readable in the oldest fragments of cities – in their historic centres. The beauty and the unique atmosphere of central urban complexes in most cities with a long history attracts dwellers and tourists, arouses their interest, encourages them to travel, to compare similarities and admire differences which are so memorable thanks to the power of the emotional experiences they deliver. The phenomenon of the attractiveness of those urban spaces is probably related to our mystic attitude towards the passing of time. We are genetically burdened with the past. The heart of a city owes its attractiveness to the passing of time and the layering of diverse forms and styles. Successive centuries have added their history and created a new net of streets and squares continuing the previous structures or transforming them into some new ones in a drastic and spectacular manner.


The public spaces in a city – squares, streets, parks, beaches, boulevards – are commonly accessible places, remembered from the past and still attracting the users with their characteristic climate for various meeting and contacts among city dwellers or strangers. Places known from historical sources and literature, shown in paintings, constituting the set design for different events taking place in feature films or direct reports on the life of a city. Places where the life of an urban community proceeds. Public space has been the arena for the everyday life of urban communities, people’s meeting place for ages. Public space and public buildings make an unusually attractive offer for everyday life. Man is a social being. A city enables its inhabitants to stay with other people, to realize social behaviours through partnership in urban life shows.


However, a city is also the source of many nuisances and dangers. Urban public and individual transport is the source of noise and air pollution, it can endanger the residents’ health and lives. Industry, which gives places of work, is still dangerous, yet to a smaller and smaller degree. The large concentration of people in a city and the anonymousness of an urban community, which are also recognized as the advantages of urban life, cause a lot of pathologies. The everyday “life” of urban public spaces, urban rituals, street shows are often a big nuisance for the residents of the related areas, too. However, we still want to live in a city. The prices of flats in city centres significantly exceed the price of flats on city outskirts. The process of the inflow of inhabitants does not decline. 


Within the frames of the conference’s thematic block “Composition of contemporary urban living environment”, we will seek answers to the following questions:

· Why do we want to live in a city? What features of the spatial living environment in a city decide about its attractiveness?

· How do we want to live in a city? What forms and types of development create living standards satisfying contemporary requirements?

· Where do we want to live in a city? Are the direct vicinity of public spaces and buildings and the multipurpose character of the urban tissue desired features of the contemporary living environment in a city?

· Does living in a city mean living “together” or “apart” or living “together but apart”? How does the necessity of securing a feeling of safety influence the concepts of the contemporary living environment?
Assoc. Prof. Arch. Jacek  Gyurkovich, D.Sc. Ph.D.

Director of the FA CUT, Institute of Urban Design

Conference Curator
Thematic block II

SUSTAINABLE HOUSING INVESTMENTS – GREEN GROWTH

POLICY – DESIGNS – EDUCATION

The scale of housing needs whose realization would make the Polish society mobile meets the needs of the UE new legislation in the field of energy efficiency and sustainable design. The shaping of the housing environment keeping up with the time ought to be the effect of some compact activities in the field of policy, planning, financing, design and implementation of investments combined with the popularization of the principles of sustainable design, the usage of materials and sustainable machines.

Broadening its scientific and educational profile, the Chair of Housing Environment participates in an international project co-financed from the European Union’s funds, realized within the frames of INTERREG3C in the thematic group “Green Growth”, in the sub-theme: “Sustainable construction”. The Environment Centre in Southampton, Great Britain is the project leader, and the other collaborating teams are: the Cracow University of Technology, the Chair of Housing Environment, Cracow, Poland; the Natural Resources Initiatives, Hampshire County Council, Winchester, UK; the Andalusia Institute of Technology, Seville, Spain. The project is entitled “A Blue Print for the Planning and Purchasing Policies for Sustainable Built Environment” and focuses on housing investments whose intensive development is predicted in the co-operating regions. The interregional character of the project will make it possible to use the knowledge and common experience of South-Eastern England, Andalusia and Małopolska while recommendations and conclusions could be transferred to some other areas of the EU. The conference will include presentations from some representatives of the teams which collaborate on the project.

Beginning a broad discussion on the themes included in the project, we are inviting you to exchange opinions in three problem groups:

· in the first session, we expect speeches of some representatives of governmental, self-governmental, financial units and organizations as well as developers and manufacturers presenting a real policy conducive to sustainable housing investments on the one hand, indicating barriers and limitations which make it difficult to use materials, technologies and machines serving to save energy, use alternative sources of energy, re-use water, ground, materials etc. on the other hand;

· in the second session, we count on a broad presentation of examples of architectural and urban implementations and designs that show the abilities of new sustainable solutions, and we will try to answer the question as to whether or not the usage of sustainable materials, technologies and solutions makes it possible to create a high-quality housing environment as regards aesthetics, spatial solutions and social organization;

· in the third session, we expect an exchange of opinions on the development of the theory of the design of a sustainable housing environment, and we will ask if the knowledge in this field is visible enough in architectural students’ teaching programmes, in what forms it should be passed on in order to combine theory with practice and what forms should be taken by the broadly understood environmental education.
              Prof. Wacław Seruga, D.Sc. Ph.D. Arch.      
                     Grażyna Schneider-Skalska, D.Sc. Ph.D. Arch.
          Director of the Chair of Housing Environment             
            Manager of the Polish part of the project      
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