Press release

DETAIL Prize 2009 Aesthetics and Construction

International Architectural Competition

The international DETAIL Prize 2009 competition is open for entries between 1 April and 14 July 2006. Special Prizes for the categories of Wood, ArchitekturXport, Acoustics and Students.

Following the large international response to the 2005 and 2007 DETAIL Prize competitions, DETAIL, in collaboration with the Bavarian Chamber of Architects and the Association of German Architects - Bavaria (BDA Bayern e.V.), will once again award the Detail Prize in 2009. Prizes are awarded to buildings that feature especially well-designed, groundbreaking and technically-innovative details within an outstanding overall design. By choosing new categories, a greater emphasis will be placed on cross-ectoral connections and interdisciplinary networking. For the first time the DETAIL Prize will be expanded to include an idustrial prize and an honorary prize.
In addition to the main DETAIL Prize which is independent of the material used, there are spezial prizes in the categories Wood, ArchitekturXport and Acoustics. Also, to acknowledge the importance of education in architecture as a whole, we are awarding a spezial Student Prize.

The award will focus on the innovative details which play a crucial part in an outstanding overall design. It is not just about solving technical problems, but about the role of the details as essentially defining the whole.  An innovative detail can alter the perception of a whole design and simultaneously reflect an entire design concept by itself {0>Neben den Potenzialen von Synergien aus neuen und bewährten Materialien sowie Konstruktion und Ästhetik, die in den Kategorien Holz und Akustik hervorgehoben werden, greift der DETAIL Preis mit dem Sonderpreis ArchitekturXport auch wirtschaftliche, politische und gesellschaftliche Entwicklungen auf, die Architektur und Bauprozesse immer stärker beeinflussen.<}0{>Apart from the potential for synergies between old and new materials and between design and aesthetics in the wood and acoustics categories, the DETAIL prize and the ArchitekturXport special prize pick up on economic, political and social developments that increasingly influence architecture and construction processes.<0} The DETAIL Prize and Award Ceremony 2009 will show in which direction architecture, apprenticeships, and the construction and materials industry are all heading. The aim is not merely to award a small number of selected buildings, but also to strengthen the role of architecture in social discussion, strengthen the role of architects in public life, and strengthen the networking and collaboration of architecture and industry as partners to each other. All this is necessary if new possibilities and markets are to be opened up to the profession.

The DETAIL Industry Prize is aimed at manufacturers and developers of innovative building products and technical solutions, as well as at architects and engineers who have made use of these products. Entrants should show how their innovative products, integrated into the overall concept of a reference building, play a distinctive role and contribute to the success of the overall design.

The international DETAIL Prize 2009 competition is open for entries between 1 April and 14 July 2006. On 14 October a prestigious jury will nominate three projects of each categorie. The final prizes will be awarded during an architecture gala, which will be held during the BAU2009 trade fair in a prominent building in the centre of Munich. 

The jury is composed of seven renowned international members, amongst others  Albert Dietz (Dietz Joppien Architekten),  Prof. Dietrich Fink (Technical University Munich,  Fink + Jocher), Lutz Heese (President of the Bavarian Chamber of Architects) and Christian Schittich (DETAIL editor-in-chief).

The total value of the prizes to be awarded is 25,000 €; with the recipient of the main award receiving 10,000 €, and those of the Special Prizes each 2,000 €.

Conditions of entry

Only projects built to completion and finished after 1st January 2004 may be submitted for the main prize and the special prizes. The exception is the special prize for students, which recognises student projects from 1 January 2004 onwards.

The competition is open to architects, structural engineers, interior designers and landscape architects around the world who are authorised to use these professional designations. The special award for students is open to graduates and students of the corresponding fields.

All the manufacturers and developers involved in the construction of a building are entitled to take part in the DETAIL Industry Prize competition, as are all the architects and engineers who contribute to its design. All products can be submitted that fulfil high technical and design requirements and have been incorporated into completed reference buildings.

A maximum of three projects may be submitted, with the size of each entry limited to one DIN A0 sheet per project, portrait format, backed with card (two copies).
All the information on the prizes, jury, entry conditions and competitions requirements can be found on the Internet at www.detail.de/detailprize2009 as a PDF download in German and English.

The competition´s partner is BAU 2009, New Trade Fair Munich.

The Special Prizes are supported by organisations and leading innovators in the building industry  - German Timber Promotion Fund for Wood, Corus Bausysteme GmbH for ArchitekturXport and Heradesign for Acoustics. The co-operative partner is the Bavarian Chamber of Architects, and the conceptual partner the Bund Deutscher Architekten (German Association of Architects) BDA Bayern e.V..
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