
An Accomodation in the Norwegian Fjelllandscape
On the atmospheric synthesis of landscape and space

The landscape is vast, almost endless. 
No trees offer protection from the weather. The lichen soil gives the ground its unmistakable texture.  You have 
covered two thirds of the distance from Oslo to Trondheim along the St. Olav‘s pilgrimage route and reach the 
atmospheric highlight of the hike by climbing the Dovrefjell.
One does not find any luxury here, one does not expect it either. You have been on the fjell for two days now and 
still have three days to go.  The building is simple and gives the guest what he needs. The hiker brings everything 
he needs to stay here. Supplies and other items are available in storage areas. Water is taken from the lake or the 
nearby stream. The hiker rests here, protects himself from the elements, dries his clothes, cooks and lingers. 
The form and structure is simple and open, anything else would decouple the hiker from the environment and 
the participation of hiking. The ring complements the existing landscape rather than opposing it. Hiking is about 
the experience of being outdoors and connecting with the landscape. The design should reinforce this. 
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For the first time, the ring appears as an undirected form in the open landscape and creates an interior space 
in the exterior space. It floats gently above the landscape. The natural slope creates an access without opening 
the outer skin. From the outside, the ring appears only as a closed roof, as a shelter, and thus protects the inside 
from wind and weather. You enter the ring where the terrain is closest to the platform. Despite the strange form 
at first, one can feel the genius loci of Norwegian architecture by translating the three most important types of 
traditional context. The stave church, stabbur and stue influence the form and are reflected discreetly but clearly. 
The functions are distinguished by the roof shape and steps in the floor. 
Hikers experience space for contemplation, as well as a change of perspective from distance to proximity. The 
functions are oriented towards the centre and thus form a unity. 
The landscape is discreetly staged by the new contours, the design also benefits from the backdrop of the vast 
landscape of Dovrefjell.
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